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National Family Drug Court 

Training and Technical Assistance Program 

Ensuring Effective and Quality 
Substance Abuse Treatment in FDCs 

Wednesday, September 26, 2012 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm (Pacific Time) 

 
10:00 – 10:05 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 
   Theresa Lemus, MBA, RN, LADC 
 
10:05 – 10:15 am Why Does Effective Drug Treatment Matter in FDCs? 
   Theresa Lemus, MBA, RN, LADC 

 
10:15 – 11:00 am Key Components of Effective and Quality Substance Abuse Treatment 
 Pamela Baston, MPA, CAP, CPP 
 

11:00– 11:15 am The Role of the FDC Team in Ensuring Effective and Quality Treatment  
Honorable Nicolette Pach 
 

11:15 – 11:30 am Q&A and Discussion  
    
11:30 – 11:40 am Next Steps & Resources 

   Theresa Lemus, MBA, RN, LADC 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

*This project is supported by Award No. 2009-DC-BX-K069 awarded by the  
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs 
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P r e s e n t e r s  
 
Pam Baston, MPA, CAP, CPP 
Pamela Baston has a BSW and a MPA from the University of South Florida. She has 
worked 33 years in the field of prevention and treatment of substance abuse disorders, 
16 years of which involved co-occurring mental health disorders.  
 
During the first eight years of her career, Ms. Baston worked in every modality of a local 
community-based addiction prevention and treatment agency from school-based 
prevention to medication assisted treatment. Following this experience, she worked for 
seven years in the office of the Single State Authority for Alcohol and Drug Abuse, 
initially as Florida's National Prevention Network Coordinator and four years as the 
State Director for Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services.  She left the state agency in 1994 
and ran the nationally recognized Safe Port innovative housing/treatment campus for 
women with substance abuse and co-occurring disorders and their children and 
partners in Key West until November 1996.  Ms. Baston then developed a consulting 
company, Solutions Of Substance (S .O.S) Inc., which provides technical assistance to 
federal , state and local governmental systems, public housing authorities, providers and 
others on behavioral health and related issues.  In 2007, she became a Consultant 
Liaison for the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare through which 
she provides technical assistance that includes working with the substance abuse, child 
welfare and court systems to increase their collaboration and strategic plans for working 
together. 
 
Theresa Lemus, MBA, RN, LADC 
Ms. Lemus has over 20 years of professional experience administering and providing 
direct services in the Health and Human Services field.  Her background includes 
working with children, youth, adults, and the elderly in various settings including mental 
and physical healthcare, substance abuse prevention and treatment services, child 
welfare, and early care and education.  She has extensive experience working with 
multidisciplinary teams in the development of problem solving courts and collaborative 
practice-based programs.  
 
Ms. Lemus has worked for the past six years as a Performance Management Liaison for 
Children and Family Futures (PML).  In her current role Ms. Lemus serves as an expert 
advisor to Family Drug Court Programs and provides consultant support and various 
forms of technical assistance to grantees funded by Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA), Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP) and the Administration for Children and Families (ACF).   
 
In her work as a PML, Ms. Lemus consistently draws upon her knowledge of substance 
use and mental health prevention and treatment services, health care, child welfare and 
the courts to guide collaborative projects.  She has extensive experience as a trainer and 



 
 

3 
 

a facilitator and has assisted organizations in the areas of needs assessments, strategic 
planning, resource development, implementation of evidenced-based practices, 
sustainability, performance management and program evaluation.  
 
Honorable Nicolette Pach 
Judge Pach was a Judge of the Family Court of the State of New York from 1993 to 2002, 
presided over New York State's first Family Treatment Court which opened in 1997. She 
initiated and oversaw the development of this court, bringing together leaders from the 
court, county agencies and community based organizations to develop a treatment 
court that places equal emphasis on timely permanency for children and parents 
meeting their obligations to their children while maintaining their sobriety. The model 
has been highly successful and is being replicated statewide. 
 
Judge Pach is currently an independent consultant to national organizations including 
the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare and a Judicial Fellow with 
the National Drug Court Institute. Her expertise lies in assisting developing Family 
Dependency Treatment Courts and assisting states and localities with the coordination 
of family courts with child welfare systems and substance abuse providers. In 2000, she 
received the Howard Levine Award for Excellence in Juvenile Justice and Child Welfare 
from the New York State Bar Association and in 2001, the Adoption MVP Award from 
the Dave Thomas Center for Adoption Law in Ohio. 
 


